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Among  tli{>  many  romarkable  discoveries  of  this  very  romark- 
aUie  ami  productive  "eneration.  the  Book  of  ilormoQ  occupies 
no  ,vry  ordinary  pTace.  There  is  no  book  in  the  EngS 
]angmig(‘  ()r  perhaps  in  any  other,  that  hasrocoivedsowide- 
^Pe^and  bitter  deuunoiation  from  both  press  and  pulpit,  as 
'Tho  ,(,4>k  of  IVLormoii;  nor  is  there  anything,  looking  at  it  from 

a moil  siaxidpoint,  having  well  invostigatfid  and  tested  its 
iiat  IS,  we  feel,  more  unjust  and  undeserved. 
n It  wums  to  be  hii  abndgment  of  the  sacred  records 
the  forefathers  ot  the  abongiues  of  this  American 

I lo-  '??  ’^»ch  a record  of  the 

Israelites,  on  tlie  Eastern  Continent. 

It  claims  that  the  American  Indians,  as  we  call  them,  are  but 
a ivnmaiit  of  a once  great  and  powei-fnl  nation,  which  sprang 
iiom  a few  fmmlies^of  tlie  lineage  of  the  Patriarch  Joseph;  who 
\\ei-e  bioughl  to_  this  land  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
( rod.  a little  previous  to  the  Babylonish  Captivity.  This  histoi-v 
extends  over  a period  of  about  one  thousand  yeiu's,  ending  about 
tne  close  ot  the  fourth  century  of  the  Christian  era.  This  Book 
niforms  us  that  this  colony  brought  with  them  the  Five  Books 
ot  Moses,  written  upon  brass  plates,  and  the  prophecies  of  the 
Ifoly  Prophets  gnven  from  the  days  of  Adam  down  to  the  time 
of  their  departure  from  the  Lund  of  Palestine;  and  includes 
si^nie  of  the  pippheeies  of  Jeremiah.  That  this  people  some- 
nere  divided  into  two  peoples;  the  one 
c}ah‘d  xN(>phites.  bemg  led  by  prophets,  who  Icni  tJiem  bv  the 
<'ounsels  of  God,  wArnetl  them  of  judgments,  and  often  lecFthem 
smrcessfully  in  battle  against  the  other  peojile,  who  w’ero  called 
Lamamtes,  wlio  became  regardless  of  God,  and  his  counsels,  and 
were  cruel  revengeful,  and  terrible  ;.delighting  in  wars,  robbery, 
and  oloodshech  f continually,  to  utterly  destroy  their 
breEiren,  tlie  Neplntes,  from  the  face  of  the  eaiih. 

1 hese  prophets,  \\>  are  informed,  predicted  many  gi-eat  nation- 
al events;  foretold  the  coming  ministry,  persecution,  crucifixion, 
andrcsun-eetiori  pf  Jesus  ChnSt:  pointed  out  signs  that  would  be 
given  oil  tlnft  land,  both  of  liis  birth  and  of  his  death,  and 
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finally,  that  he  should  after  his  resurrection  appear  to  anq 
manifest  himself  to  the  righteous  on  this  land;  that  ho  shoulil 
greatly  bless  them,  and  establish  his  ch^ireh  among  them,  and. 
that  it  would  continue  for  some  foiar  hundred  years  afterward. 
That  at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  there  were  great 
darkness  all  over  this  land;  that  the  eaith  groaned  and  the 
rocks  rent;  that  many  cities  were  sunk,  and  waters  came  up  in 
their  stead;  that  others  took  tire  and  burned  up,  and  that 
mountains  were  caiiiod  up  upon  others,  and  that  so  gi’eat  were 
the  judgments  over  all  this  land  because  of  the  wickedness  of  a 
great  part  of  the  people,  that  the  whole  face  of  this  Northern 
Continent  of  America  was  changed  from  its  usual  and  natural 
appearance.  That  it  was  while  in  the  act  of  weeping  and 
mourning  for  the  loss  of  their  kindred  and  people  after  the 
darkness  had  receded,  and  the  quakings  of  the  eaiili  had  ceased, 
that  Jesus  stood  iii  their  midst,  in  his  gloiy,  and  ministered 
unto  them  as  he  had  ministered  to  the  saints  in  Jerusalem. 
Now,  it  was  the  desire  and  the  prayer  of  the  righteous  upon 
this  land,  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  had  hero  anu>5ig 
them,  in  its  purity  should  be  preserved,  and  come  by  way  of  the 
Gentiles  to  their  posterity  in  the  latter  days;  having  full  knowl- 
edge by  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  the  Gentiles  would  in  the 
future,  be  led  to  discover  and  inhabit  this  land.  Accordingly  a 
prophet  of  the  name  of  Mormon,  being  the  last  but  one  among 
^ them,  was  coinmand.jd  of  the  Lord  to  make  an  abridgment  of 
hll  the  sacred  writings  had  among  them,  wdiiclfTie  did,  and  put 
/all  in  the  hands  of  his  son  Moroni,  who  also  by  command  ^ the 
/Lord  hid  them  up  in  a hill  W'hich  he  calls  Cnmorah,  wherdthoy 
■'  have  lain  from  about  the  close  of  the  fourth  century  till  they 
were  delivered,  _ by  the  direction  of  aii  angel,  into  the  hands  of 
Joseph  Smith,  in  1829,  who,  wo  are  informed,  translated  them 
by  the  gift  and  power  of  God,  into  the  English  language  TlTi^ 
book  IS  therefore  called  the  Book  of  Mormon,  because  of  its  beino- 
an  abridgment  of  sacred  things  by  the  Prophet  Mormon.  H<'r0  we 
must  refer  the  reader  who  wishes  to  get  a further  knowledge  of 
these  things  to  the  works  of  different  other  authors,  who  have 
given  a more  particular  account  of  these  matters,  as  Oliver 
Cowdery’s  Letters,  Orson  Pratt’s  Visions  of  Joseph  the  Seer-  A 
Voiw  of  )Varuing  to  all  Nations,  by  Parley  P.  Pratt,  and  others. 

Notwithstanding  the  or(leal  of  pious  slander,  and  priestly  and 
editori.il  denunciation,  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  has  passed 
through,_  it  still  reminds  one  of  one  of  those  celebrated  light- 
iiouses,  imbeded  and  bolted  into  the  solid  rock,  against  which 
the  immense  billows  and  mountain  waves  of  ocean  may  foam 
and  swell  and  dash  themselves,  but  pass  by  to  their  own  place 
leaving  it  entirely  uninjured  and  still  casting  its  chaering  light 
to  _ giiide  the  tempest-tossed  mariner  and  sen4  him  on  liis  way 
rejoicing.  Again  it  would  remind  one  of  som’e  gi-aud  hidden 
treasure,  which  the  more  it  is  tested  the  better  one  is  satisfied  of 
its  golden  genuineness.  Or  of  a true  witness  at  court  who,  the 
more  lie  is  buffeted,  brow-beaten,  and  roughly  handled  by  his 
opponent,  the  better  are  the  court  and  an  honest  juiw  satisfied 
of  his  veracity. 

Here  we  will  say  a few  things  which  we  feel  we  can  say  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  in  truth,  and  witliout  fear  of  successful  con- 
tradiction. 

1.  That  there  is  not  a man,  nor  set  of  men,  upon  the  face  of 
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earth  capable,  of  proving  the  Book  of  Mormon  an  impo- 


f%  That  there  is  not  a man,  nor  set  of  men,  on  earth,  who  can 
give  any  w'ell-gronnded  reason  for  rejecting  it^  as  a revelation 
from  God. 

3.  That  it  is  supported  as ‘a  revelation  from  God  by  a num- 
ber of  witnesses,  such  as  are  sufficient  to  settle  or  decide  any 
case  in  law  or  equity,  anywhere  under  heaven,  in  a court 
of  justice. 

4.  That  it  harmonizes  with  archaeology,  chronology,  and  his- 
tory, and  is  not  opposed  in  any  w'ay  to  science. 

5.  That  the  more  thoroughly  it  is  investigated,  examined,  and 
tested  by  the  unerring  law’s  of  truth,  the  better  one  is  satisfied 
of  its  claim  of  being  a divine  record. 

6.  There  is  not  a line  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  that  opposes 
in  any  way  the  divine  teachings  of  the  Bible. 

7.  There  is  not  a true  i\Iormon  on  earth,  man  or  woman,  but 
will  say  that  tlui  perusal,  study,  and  investigation  of  the 
contents  and  claims  of  the  Book  of  ilormon,  has  given  them  at 
least  double  the  regard  for  the  Bible  and  its  teachings,  that  they 
(wer  could  have  without  that  Book. 

8.  That  the  faith  of  the  Mormons  in  the  promises  and  decrees 
of  God  as  set  forth  in  the  Bible,  is  at  least  doubled  by  means  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

0.  That  they  are  much  better  men  and  woman  in  eveiy  way 
with  the  Book  of  Mormon,  than  they  would  ever  have  been, 
without  it. 

10. . yhat  it  is  impossible  that,  as  .a  people,  they  could  ever 
have  eudnr(>d  the  persecution,  the  privations,  want,  and  destitu- 
tion Consequent  upon  the  whole  people  being  several  times 
robbed  and  driven  from  their  homes,  and  accomplished  the 
prodigious  undertaking.s  w'hieh  their  enemies  give  them  the 
credit  of  accomplishing,  in  the  same  length  of  time,  if  they  had 
no  faith  in  the  Book  of  Mbrraon. 

11.  That  the  temperance,  chastity,  industry,  cheerfulness,  fair 
dealing,  general  devotion,  and  self-denial  of  the  Mormon  people 
which  many  distinguished  Gentiles  have  jrfven  them  ci’edit  for’, 
is  due  in  great  measure  to  their  faith  in  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
and  in  Joseph  Smith  as  a prophet  of  God, 

12.  That  there  are  various  oonjectirres  and  theories  among  the 
learned  as  to  the  origin  and  authorship  of  tlie  Book  of  Mormon, 
each  making  w’ai*  upon  the  other,  find  no  two  of  them  alike;  the 
whole  making  a very  grand  bundle  of  conti’adictions. 

To  this  w'e  must  add  tliat  the  chief  means  resorted  to  as  a 
wocapon  ngainst  the  Book  of  Mormon,  is  the  constant  effort  to 
blacken  the  character  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  his  eai’ly  associates, 
in  order  to  render  them  infamous,  and  their  testimony  worth- 
less; relying  upon  slander  and  deffimation  instead  of  testing  the 
book  on  its  own  mei’its  and  letting  it  stand  or  fall  on  that.  In 
these  matters,  these  reverend  and  learned  gentlemen  exhibit  a 
skill  in  knavery,  and  tlie  perversion  of  facts  and  history  that 
is  at  once  so  unblushing  and  reckless  as,  to  make  it  difficult  to 
find  a parallel  elsew’here. 

Now  then,  we  ask  where  is  the  sin  of  believing  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon  as  a revelation  from  God?  The  almighty  requires  men 
to  have  a living  faith  in  him  and  in  his  promises,  precepts  and 
coiiimandinents,  and  that  they  be  obedient,  temperate,  chaste, 


mdustnous,  sober,  kind,  gentle,  perserei’ing,  and  just;  and  our 
enemies  being  tlie  judges,  we  know  of  no  people  on  earth,  where 
tliese  good  traits  are  poss('ssed  in  so  Ihgh  a degree,  as  amoi^ 
the  Mormons. 

But  is  this  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  Book  of  Monnon?  Most 
assuredly  it  is  not.  Tlie  Book  of  Mormon,  besides  being  cor- 
rect in  doctrine,  and  in  perfect  hailnony  with  the  lSi'<nv  Ti^sta- 
ment,  making  many  things  in  it  of  vital  interest,  but  in  dispute 
among  the  learned,  very  plain  and  easy  to  the  understanding  of 
the  simplest  capacity,  contains  also  many  important  prophecies 
in  relation  to  this  present  genei'ation,  many  of  which  are  fulfilled 
and  are  still  fulfilling  since  it  came  forth  in  1830:  prophecies 
which,  let  us  say,  no  human  foresight,  however  sagacious,  could 
have  anticipated  or  expect(‘d. 

And  now  that  Joseph  Smith,  a mere  youth,  with  but  a com 
mon  school  education,  and  vei-y  meagre  at  that,  being  vei-y  poorly 
able  to  w’rite  his  o\vn  name  or  commit  his  thoughts  to  pa.pcj-, 
could  by  his  own  unaided  judgment  have  foretold  such  events 
as  have  taken  place  since  the  Book  of  Mormon  -was  printed,  with 
.^ueh  accuracy  and  precision,  is  merely  preposterous. 

i^rst.  The  Book  of  Mormon  gives  us  to  understand  that  after 
its  publication  into -the  English-  which  took  place  in  1830-  that 
"mc^y  will  believe  the  words  of  tiie  book,”  ‘‘and  the  Jews  whicii 
are  scattered,  shall  begin  to  boiiove  in  Chnst,  and  they  shall 
begin  lo  gatlier  in  upon  the  face  of  tlie  land.  And  it  sh  all  come 
to  pass  that  the  Loi’d  God  shall  commence  liis  work  among  all 
nations,  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people,  to  bring  about  the 


events  with  such  remarkable  certainty,  is  certainly  most  extra- 
ordinary to  say  the  least  of  it.  To  say  nothing  of  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  saying  that  viany  should  believe  in  the  Book  of 

Mormon  after  its  publication— verifiedin  so  renuu-kable  a man- 
ner, and  still  going  on— the  prediction  that  the  Jews  who  had 
been  scattered  in  all  nations  for  over  seventeen  centuries,  should 
begin  to  return  to  their  own  lands,  wjis  something  that  iio  man  ' 
unaided  by  inspiration,  could  have  the  least  hope  would  take 
j)lace.  Yet  this  has  actually  taken  place,  and  many  thousand 
Jews  are  now  living  in  Palestine,  tliougli  at  tlie  time  of  tlie 
eoiimig  forth  of  the  Bcjok  of  Mormon  they  were  prevented  from 
returning  to  that  land  by  some  of  the  severest  enactments  passed 
by  the  Tui;kish  government  against  it.  Enactments  which,  wo 
understand,  forbade  any  more  than  three  hundred  Jews  to  reside 
there  at  any  time. 

Moreover  upon  the  statute  books  of  nearly  all  nations  up  to ' 
this  time,  there  had  been  very  illiberal  and  oppressive  laws 
enacted  against  the  Jews;  but  since  then,  these  laws'  have  been 
and  still  are  rejiealing  one  by  one;  till  scarcely  any  of  them  now 
remain  in  force  anywhere;  and  tlie  Jews  are  now  as  free  to 
exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship  in  nearly  all  nations,  as  anv  of 
the  people  of  those  nations  themselves.  Oorisec|uent]v  they 
have  not  only  returned  in  many  thousands  to  the  long  sou'dit 
lands  of  their  fathers,  but  the  way  for  the  entire  return  of*all 
iho  Jews  from  all  lands  who  wish  to  do  so  has  been,  and  is  be- 
ing constantly  prepared,  aiul  every  hindrance  to  it  is  being 
removed.  Again,  the  number  of  Jews  who  have  become  believers 
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in  Jesus  Christ  as  their  long-expected  Messiah,  since  the  Book 
of  Jlormon  has  been  published,  is  very  remarkable. 

Second.  The  Book  of  Mormon  tells  us  that  the  fullness  of  the 
gospel  as  it  is  contained  in  that  Book,  must  first  goto  the  nations 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  then  it  must  go  to  all  the  House  of  Israel, 
who  are  scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  gather  them 
out  of  all  countries,  and  establish  them  in  their  own  lands,  no 
more  to  be  scattered  for  ever.  (1st  Book  of  Nephi,  chap.  8, 
par.  46-47;  chap.  4 -5.) 

And  now  when  we  see  the  Gospel  as  contained  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon  harmonizing  and  uniting  as  it  does  with  the  New  Tes-  • 
tament,  and,  as  it  were,  making  these  two  Books  one,  going  into 
all  nations,  and  bringing  many  tlnmsands  of  the  honest  in  heart 
out  of  all  thes(?  coitntries  year  after  year,  till  now  it  has  gone 
into  nearly  all  Burope  and  many  other  countries,  wej  cannot 
hide  it  from  ourselves  if  we  would,  that  this  vei-y  gospel  will  yet 
soon  go  to  all  Israel;  and  that  by  means  of  it,  Israel  will  bo 
gatliered  from  all  lands.  'What  indee^  shall  hinder  it  ^rom  ' 
a(;com};lishing  tiiis  great  mission? 

Nothing  on  earth  is  easier  than  to  but 

to  predict  a thing  that  will  be  truly  fulfill^  in  ever>^arxicular, 
is  altogether  another  and  dilferem-  thing. 

Th<i  carrying  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  taught  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  the  New  Testament  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  without  purse  or  scrip,  is  -attended  with  a good  deal  of 
sacrifice  upon  the  paid  of  those  who  do  it,  and  is  most  certainly 
no  child's  play. 

The  sacrifice  of  home,  family,  friends,  and  the  neglect  of 
business  for  long  peidods  of  time  to  travel  in  a foreign  country, 
meeting  constantly  the  scorn,  reproach,  and  buffetiugs  of  a 
fashionable  clergy,  and  their  fashionable  and  refined  congre- 
gations, strangers  in  strange  lands,  without  knowing  from  day 
to  day  where  one  was  going  to  lay  his  head,  or  break  the  bread 
of  life;  and  where  countless  im]>ediments  and  opposition  are 
laid  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  s[)read  of  this  gospel ; where  one 
has  constantly  to  look  to  God,  and  him  alone,  to  make  provisions 
for  one’s  natural  wants,  is  self  evidently  a state  of  mind  that  it 
takes  much  more  to  bring  about  than  tlx*  mere  misguided  utter- 
ances or  prophecies  of  a vain  imjioster.  • 

Those  who  imagine  such  things  natural  to  man,  give  Joseph 
Smith  greatly  more  credit  for  foresight  and  natural  ability,  than 
any  Monncni  can  give  him  credit  for,  we  m\st  emphatically 
ass\ire  the,  reader.  ^ 

The  orthodox  clergy  of  the  present  day  are  oft  at  their  wits 
ends  to  know  how  to  get  up  revivals  and  make  converts,  but 
iiiany  times  utterly  fail.  Yet  they  say  that  Mormonism  spreads 
and  iuci’eases  its  converts  with  a rapidity  unequalled  by  any 
otlier  church  or  denomination.  But  why  don’t  those  very 
shrewd  clergymen  whcj  pretend  they  “know  all  about  Jo  Smith,” 
and  “how  Mormonism  was  conjured  up,”  oi’igxnate  some  credit- 
able and  praiseworthy  plan  of  reviving  their  tottering  churches, 
if  it  is  a matter  which  a “vile  impostor,”  such  as  they  imagine 
Joseph  Smith  to  be,  can  aecomifiish  so  easily? 

Third.  The  Book  of  Mormon,  in  various  places  in  it,  teaches 
that  every  man  in  every  age.  and  of  all  conditions,  from  tlxi 
days  of  Adam  down  to  the  present  day,  and  onward  to  the 
second  coming  of  Christ  in  the  latter  days,  who  is  honestly 
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seeking  the  kingdom  of  God,  to  know  the  will  of  God,  and  tho 
way  of  salvation,  that  he  may  be  saved,  and  avoid  being  deceived 
by  the  cunning  craftiness  of  men  or  devils,  has  a right  to 
receive  revelation  from  God,  and  the  manifestations  of  his.  Holy 
Spii'it  as  it  was  enjoyed  in  the  apostolic  times  and  in  the  days 
of  Moses;  as  f^r  instance:  ‘‘For  he  that  diligently  seeketh 
shall  find,  and  the  mystei’ies  of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto 
them,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  well  in  these  times 
(that  is,  in  the  sixth  eeiitury  bc^fore  Christ)  as  in  times  of  old; 
and  as  well  in  times  of  old,  as  in  times  to  come assuri  ng  us  th  at 
God  is  the  same  yesterday,  to  day,  arid  forever;  and  that  ‘‘his 
course  is  one  eternal  round.”  (1st  Book  of  Nephi,  chap.  3,  par. 
9.)  Again;  “when  ye  shall  receive  these  thitigs,”  that  is,  tho 
Book  of  Mormon,  ‘d  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God, 
the  eternal  Father,  if  these  thing.s  ar(5  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall 
ask  with  a sincere  hoaii;  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  (hivist, 
he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it.  unto  yon,  by  the  power  <jf  tho 
Holy  Ghost:  and  by  the  power  of  tho  Holy  Gliost  yo  may  know 
the  truth  of  all  things.”  * * * “Aiid  (dirist  truly  said  unto 
our  fathers,  if  ye  have  faith,  ye  can  do  all  things  which  is  expo 
dient  unto  me.  And  now  I speak  unto  all  the  ends  of  tho  earth, 
that  if  the  day  oometh,  that  the  gifts  and  power  of  God  shall  be 
done  away  amongyou,  itshall  be  because  of  unbelief.  And  woo 
be  unto  the  children  of  men,  if  this  bo  tlie  case;  for  there  shall 
be  none  that  doeth  good  among  you,  no  not  one.  For  if  there 
be  one  among  you  that  doeth  good,  he  shall  work  by  the  gifts 
and  power  of  God.  And  woe  unto  them  that  shall  do  these 
things  away  and  die,  for  they  shall  die  in  their  sins,  hihI  they 
cannot  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God.”  (See  chap.  10,  Book 
of  Moroni,  Book  of  Mormon.) 

While  the  leaders  of  the  many  churches  of  the  present  day 
have  been  denouncing  the  precious  things  of  the  Book  of  xMur 
mon,  as  imposition  and  fraud,  they  Imve  not  been  aware  that 
many  Latterday  Saints  or  Mormons  have,  througli  tho  prayer  of 
faith  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  according  to  the  above  admon- 
itions, and  also  many  such  admonitions  of  the  New  Testament, 
obtained  for  themselves  a certain  knowledge  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  the  revelations  of  »l(jseph  Smith  are  true;  aknowl- 
tnige  which  makes  their  hearts  glad  and  that  gives  tliem  a 
peace,  a courage,  and  a consolation  that  tlie  world  and  the 
orthodox  clergy  know  nothing  about.  Aud  hm-ein,  we  may 
truly  say  is  the  key  to  their  success  in  building  up  that  church 
under  every  known  difficulty,  adversity,  and  opposition.  This 
is  why  tire  Mormon  people  increiise  in  such  a ratio  as  it  does, 
while  the  churches  that  denounce  and  oppose  them  constantly 
decay. 

We  have  quoted  the  above  sayings  as  pj-ophetic,  simply 
because  neither  Mormons  nor  any  other  people,  know'  that  they 
are  true,  till  they  search  and  compaj’o  them  with  the  scriptures, 
and  test  them  by  the  prayer  of  faith,  as  above  admonished  arul 
required ; and  we  feel  safe  in  saying  tliat  very  few  IMormons,  if 
indeed  there  are  any,have  ever  went  out  to  preach  the  gospel, who 
could  not  say  that  they  knew  their  faitli  was  true  by  evidence 
that  they  could  not  possibly  be  mistaken  in;  for  God  has  shown 
it  to  them  by  one  or  another  of  those  various  gifts,  by  which  he 
manifested  himself  to  men  aud  women  in  days  of  old.  who  were 
faithful  to  his  precepts 
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All  those  precious  gifts  of  God  as  possessed  by  the  church  of 
Christ  in  days  of  old,  are  possessed  by  the  Latterday  ^ints, 
according  as  they  follow  the  directions  given  in  the  Book  of 
Moi’inon,  and  the  New  Testament:  while  the  orthodox  are  eveiw- 
where  preacliing  that  revelation  ceased  in  John  the  revelator; 
and  since  his  day  no  more  revelation  is  to  be  expected;  giving 
all  to  understand  that  ‘‘oar  wisdom  and  onr  knowledge  is  now 
so  all-sufficient  tiiat  we  no  longer  need  revelation  to  guide  us  •’ 
O fools  and  madmen!  Pray  where  did  these  learned  divines 
got  this  precious  knowledge  from?  Most  truly  not  from  the 
scriptures;  for  these,  even  the  revelationsof  Si  John  themselves 
very  gravely  give  the  lie  to  all  this.  It  is  enough,  however  for 
us  that  the  scriptures  from  lieginning  to  end,  uphold  the  Book 
or  jMormon  and  the  Mormons  in  this  matter  of  continued  revela- 
tion, and  very  clearly  condemns  the  enemies  of  it,  in  all  gener- 
ations, h^arned,  and  unlom-nod. 

Take  for  instance  the  following:  Heb.  5,  4-5.  *‘Nomnn  taketh 
t his  lionor,  that  is,  the  honor  or  office  of  the  priesthood  “unto 
himself,  hut  lie  that  is  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron;”  and  here 
we  are  also  informed  that  even  Jesus  Christ  did  not  glorify,  or 
magmry  himself  )>y  taking  this  honor  until  he  was  called  to  it 
by  tile  Almighty,  who  said  to  him,  “Thou  art  my  beloved  son. 
tins  <iay  havi*  1 begotten  Uiee.”  ^Ve  contend  then  that,  if  no 
inau  cun  act  in  tlu^  name  of  God  as  a priest  or  minister,  but  he 
inat  IS  culled  of  God  as  was  Aaron,  that  is.  l>y  revelation,  that 
ah  the  .so-called  ministers  and  priests  of  God -throughout 
eiinstemlom.  e.re  simply  usm-pt>rs  and  imnostors;  for  thev  every 
jme,  deny  the  necessity  of  revelation  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
this  IS  ra.her  seviTi^  language  we  know;  but  they  will  have  to 
cfiai-ge  It  upon  tlu'  Almighty,  and  notujion  the  Alonuon. 

But  this  IS  not  all.  by  very  groat  odds.  This  same  I'aul 
who  vyrote  the  above,  lias  also  told  us.  that  God  has  set  in  his 
chareh  apostles  and  prophets,  evangelisTs,  pastor.s,  and  teachers 
with  the  various  gilts  of  the  Ifoiy  Gho.st,  “for  the  perfecting  of 
me  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
iKidy  or  church  of  Christ.  HU  tee  all  coma  into  the  unity  of  the 
Jatfh,  "Aiid  the  knowledgi*  of  the  son  of  God,  into  a perfect  man, 
unto  the  measure  of  the  sttitute  of  the  fulness  of  Christ;  that  we 
henceforth  la*  no  more  children  tossed  to  and  fro,  and  earned 
about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  slight  of  men,  and 
cuiiiiing  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.”  (I^phes. 

XI  chapters  of  Paul's  5’irst  Epistle  to 

tae  Corinthians.)  _ Every  reasonable  man  should  know  that  if 
the  churcli  inlauls  day  could  not  be  perfected,  nor  edified,  nor 
kept  in  tm*  unity  of  faith,  and  from  being  carried  about  by  every 
wind  of  doctrine,  and  the  cunning  craftiness  of  deceivers  with 
out  apostles,  prophets,  and  evangelists  called  of  God,  as  was 
Aaron,  that  i.s  by  revelations  from  God  -for  that  was  truly  how 
Aaron  was  called  (Exod.  28, 1.)  —and  possessed  of  the  various 
gifts  of  the  Ifoly  Gliost  to  qualify  them  for  their  ministry,  that 
surely  such  things  cannot  be  done  now  without  such 
officers,  and  gifts,  in  the  church  God. 

The  three  chapters  above  refeiTeii  to  in  Ist  Cor.  are  occupied 
showing  the  necessity  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
or  God,  in  the  churcli,  and  at  llie  eonclusion  he  says,  “If  any 
man  think  himself  to  be  a [irophet,  or  sjjirifiial.  let  him  acknowl ' 
Iwlge  that  the  tilings  which  X write  unto  you,  are  the  command- 
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mentsof  God.”  (1st  Cor.  U,  27.)  That  being  tlie  case  tlien,  it 
becomes  a matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  all  men,  to  know 
whether  the  Almighty  has  ever  abrogated  these  commandments 
or  not.  But  not  only  do  we  find  no  evidence  of  the  abrogation 
of  these  most  important  commandments,  but  we  find  tlironghout 
the  scriptures  that  they  remain  in  full  force,  and  must  till  the 
consummation  of  all  things.  A mere  glance  at  modern  Christen- 
dom with  its  vast  number  of  clashing  and  contradictory  creeds, 
and  contending  priests  and  ministers,  should  convince  any  one 
that  there  is  no  “unity  of  faith”  among  them,  and  that  men  are 
carried  about  with  eveiy  wind  of  docta’ine,  and  misled  upon 
nearly  every  principle  of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that 
darkness  everywhere  covers  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the 
minds  of  all  people,  for  want  of  revelation  iirul  tire  gifts  of  the 
Gospel,  as  set  forth  by  Paul,  and  Jesus,  and  all  the  apostle.s. 
Wo  find  everywhere,  the  same  need  for  all  these  precious  things 
that  there  has  been  at  any  time  in  the  histoi}'  of  maulnul.  Nor 
is  there  the  slightest  hope  that  it  will  ever  be  any  diiTerent 
among  them  until  they  begin  to  regard  the  Almighty  as  all 
prophets  and  apostles  regarded  him;  that  is,  as  “a  rtwealer  of 
secrets,”  one  “who  revealeth  the  deep  and  secret  things,”  who 
know's  what  is  in  the  darkness,  the  light  being  ever  with  him. 
(Dan.  2,  19-22.  28,  29,  47.) 

Joseph  in  Egypt  says,  “Do  not  interpretations  belong  to 
God'?”  In  other  words.  Do  not  the  revealing  of  all  secrets  of 
any  importance  to  man,  which  cannot  be  seltied  by  human 
wisdom,  belong  to  him?  (Gen.  40,  8.)  iVEoses  says.  “Would  to 
God  that  all  the  Lord’s  people  were  prophets,  and  that  God 
would  put  liis  spirit  upon  them.”  (Nuin.  11,  2G-29.)  He  did 
not  teach  men  to  trust  to  their  own  wisdom  certainly. 

Again  he  says,  “The  secret  tilings  belong  unto  God;”  that  is. 
they  belong  to  God  to  reveal ; “but  the  things  that  are  revealed 
belong  to  us  and  our  children  for  ever,”  etc.  (D(‘ut.  29,  29.) 

Job  says.  “He  (God)  discovereth-  -i-evealetlv  -d<‘ep  things  out 
of  darkness,  and  bringeth  to  light  the  shadow  of  death.”  or  the 
place  of  the  departed  dead.  (Job  12,  22.) 

Paul  says,  “I  would  that  ye  all  spake  with  tongues  ;1>ut  rather 
that  ye  prophesied;  for  greater  is  he  that  pvophesieth,  than  ho 
that  speaketh  in  tongues,  except  he  interpret,  that  the  church 
may  receive  edifying,”  that  is  enlightenment,  strength,  knowl- 
edge. wisdom,  and  encouragement  in  idghteousness.  (1st  Cor. 

14,  5-) 

Solomon  savs,  “Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish.” 
(Prov.  29,  18.)*^  And  again  he  says,  “Evil  men  undoi-stand  not 
judgment;  but  they  that  seek  the  Lord  understand  all  things,” 
that  is,  they  understand  all  that  they  enquire  of  God  in  relation  to. 
(28,  5.)  “I  said  not,”  says  the  Almighty,  “to  the  House  of  Israel, 
“seek  ye  me  in  vain.”  This  shows  very  plainly  that  God  has 
not  only  commanded  men  to  seek  knowledge  from  him,  but 
that  they  will  not  seek  it  in  vain.  (Is.  45,  19.)  yaul's  father 
t)ne^  lost  some  asses,  and  sending  his  son  to  look  for  them,  the 
latter  failing  to  find  them,  was  simple-  minded  enough  to  go  and 
enquire  of  God  for  them  through  Samxiel  the  prophet.  Samuel 
did  not  scold  him  nor  call  him  superstitious  jior  anything  of 
that  kind;  but  seemed  to  be  well  pleased  with  the  young  man 
for  so  doing.  (Ist  Sam.  9 Chap.) 

Says  Jesus,  “what  man  is  there  of  you  who  if  his  son  ask  for 
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bread  will  he  give  him  a stone?  Or  if  he  ask  a lish,  will  ho  gis'e 
him  a serpent?  If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  liow  to  give  gwci 
gifts  unto  your  children,  how  viuch  )aore  shall  your  heavenly 
Father  give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him?”  (ilath.  7,  7- 11.) 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  tho  clergy  of  all  denominations, 
actually  believe  where  an  innocent  young  man,  like  Joseph 
Smith,  who  was  suffering  much  in  his  mind  in  consequence  of 
not  knowing  which  of  all  the  clashing  systems  of  faith  now  on 
the  eai’th  was  the  tru<}  one,  and  was  encouraged  by  various 
scriptures  to  enquire  of  God  that  he  might  know  this  most  import 
ant  thing,  that  God  actually  gave  him  a serpent  when  he  asked 
for  a fish;— simply  deceive<{  and  bewildered  him,  when  he  asked 
to  be  enlightened  upon  flte  most  inipovtant  question  that  was 
ever  presented  to  ni-an.  And  when  God  answered  him  in  a 
most  glorious  vision  that  none  of  them  wei'e  right,  and  that 
they  were  all  following  erroneous  and  abominable  creeds,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  all,  with  here  and  there  a rare  exception,  per- 
secuted him  with  a. most  bitter  pei-secution,  as  their  fathei-s  of 
ol  I persecuted  the  propliots,  for  telling  thciin  the  truth. 

The  scriptures  are  full  of  evidertce  tliat  ’'God  is  a revealer  of 
secrets”  to  all  mankind  in  every  age,  in  every  country,  and  to 
ev(‘ry  pi^ople  who  call  upon  liim  faithfully,  and  even  more;  that 
he  is  actually  well  pleased  with  men  and  women  and  children, 
who  seek  knowle<lge  and  wisdom  from  him.  JXoreover,  as  tho 
aposTle  James  tells  us  lie  will  not  only  not  upbraid  any  man  lor 
asking  him.  but  he  will  give  him  liberally  of  the  things  asked. 
(James  1,  5.) 

-Must  unquestionably  then,  the  Book  of  IMorjnon  is  right  in 
contending  for.  and  teaching  tho  necessity  of  continued  revela- 
tion from  (lod;  for  the  scriptitres,  when  we  once  get  the  scales 
of  sectarianism  removed  from  our  eyes,  most  truly  condemn  the 
priests  and  divines  of  all  ages,  who  contend  against  revelation 
Irom  God.  Looking  at  all  these  things  in  the  light  of  revelation 
we  may  truly  say  that  all  the  gross  delusions,  deceptions,  and 
frauds,  that  have  in  the  shape  of  religion  in  all  the  past,  cursed, 
blinded,  oppressed,  and  deluded  mankind,  have  been  palmed 
upon  them,  and  have  been  fostered  and  built  up  among  men 
because  they  either  would  not  enquire  of  God,  or  else  knew  uut 
that  it  was  their  j^rivilege  so  to  do.  In  modei'ii  times  it  is 
this  same  disregard  of  revelation  that  has  fostered,  and  fastened 
a hundred  clashing  and  nonsensical  c.reeds  upon  mankind,  and 
led  their  advocates  to  contend  one  with  another,  and  to  so 
grossly  pervert  the  written  things  of  (to<1,  that  almost  every 
thinking  man  turns  away  from  them  in  disgust  and  despair  of 
finding  that  good  way  wherein  if  a nuui  walk,  he  shall  not  stum 
ble,  but  find  i‘est  to  his  soul. 

Here  we  shall  leave  this  matter  with  the  reader  to  decide 
with  himself  wliether  God  will  not  or  ought  not  to  give  knowl- 
edge Sfs,revelation  to  Ihe  hone.st  seeker  after  truth ; and  whether 
the  B?)bk  of  Moi'inon  is  right  or  wrong  upon  this  subject. 

To  this  we  could  have  added  a very  considerable  array  of 
prophecy  from  the  Bible  showing  unmistakably  that  God  will 
in  the  ne<ar  future  reveal  gi’eat  things  to  the  House  of  Israel, 
who  are  now  scattered  in  all  lands;  preparatoiy  to  their  being 
gathered  to  their  own  lands;  but  will  not  now. 

The  next  point  which  we  shall  test  on  the  veraeity  of  the 
Book  of  lirol’mon  is  that  it  accuses  the  old  juother  cbxirch  of 
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Romo  of  Slippressing  and  taking  away  “many  plain  and  precious 
parts”  from  the  Bible,  or  the  sacred  writings  of  the  propliets 
and  apostles;  so  that  after  these  writings  came  down  through 
that  church  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  there  ai’e  many 
precious  things  and  oovenants,  wliich  _ God  had  previously 
revealed  and  made  with  his  people,  entirely  lacking;  and  that 
the  object  of  this  great  and  abominable  chui'ch,  {is  she  is  hero 
called,  in  taking  away  these  precious  things,  was  that  “she  might 
blind  the  eyes  and  harden  the  hoju’ts  of  the  chikh’on  of  men.” 
(See  1st  Book  of  Nephi,  chap.  8:43.)  o , 

Tliis  raises  {uiother  very  serious  question  between  the  Jsook 
of  ilormon  and  all  those  divines  who  say  thac^“the  ciinon  of 
scripture  is  full,  iind  w'o  need  no  more  revehitioii,”  etc.  e are 
quite  willing  that  the  scriptures  tlioiuselves  shall  decide  this 
great  iioint,  either  agjiinst  the  Book  of  IVIornum,  o)’  against 
modern  divines.  Wo  shall  first  examine  Acts  8: 18  to  24.  ‘‘But 
those  things  which  God  hiith  shewed  by  the  mouth  of  his 
prophets,  that  Christ  should  snlfer,  he  hath  so  fuililled.”  it  is 
hero  xdaintheii  that  a //  the  prophets  of  God,  before  Jesus  (dunst 
came  into  the  world,  had  said  <it  leiist  something  in  reference  to 
the  sufferings,  trials,  persecutions,  and  death  that  Jesus  was  to 
die,  but  in  looking  over  the  jirophecies  of  the  Old  Testament, 
•ft'e  find  it  very  sadly  lacking  in  any  such  xirophecies.  _ _ 

. .1st.  In  some  eleven  of  tlie  sixteen  prophets  now  remainiiig 
in  the  Bible,  there  is  not  oiu^  word  in  refenmce  to  either  tl'O 
sufferings,  death  or  coming  of  Jesus  Christ;  or  in  any  way  refer- 
ing  to  him  whatever;  and  2d.  there  is  bo_  little  of  auytimig 
definite  as  to  time  or  jdaco  referring  to  him  in  tlu'  live  or  six 
other  proxiiiets  that  remain,  we  feel  at  a loss--yps  greatly  at  ii 
loss — to  know  how  the  greater  part  of  it  could  be  applied  to 
Christ,  anyway.  , . 

Verse  2‘2.  “Bor  Moses  truly  said  unto  tlu'  father;;,  a proplud 
shall  the  Lord  our  God  raise  up  unto  yon,  of  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me:  him  shall  ye  hear  in  ail  things  whatsoever  he 
shall  say  unto  you;”  &c. 

True,' we  find  these  words  in  Deuteronomy;  Imt  liow  any  one 
in  the  days  of  Christ  could  apply  them  unto  him,  without _«o?hc- 
thing  more  in  the  connection,  clearly  pointing  to  Chnst,  is 
anything  but  easy  to  see.  At  iiny  ra,te  if  the  Mormons  should 
pick  up  a propliecy  so  indefinite  in  itself  {is  to  time,  place,  or 
tribe,  and  apply  them  to  Joseifii  Smith  foi  instance  us  jivoof  tluit 
lie  was  some  gi*eat  prophet  jn’omised  iu  these  days,  we  should 
/^-■.xpect  that  the  whole  eiiristiiin  world  would  laugh  and 

intleed  who  could  blame  them’/  The  words  {is  they  now  sbiiid 

the  text  no  more  point  to  Christ  tluiu  they  do  to  any  other 
pro^fiiet  befori'  him. 

Verse  24.  “Yea  and  {ill  the  jiroiihets  from  Samuel  and  those 
that  follotv  after,  as  many  as  have  si'OEEX  haveLiKuw-iHE  foretold 
of  THESE  days.” 

Now  you  imiy  begin  with  the  prophet  Hmiiuel ---great  a pro- 
X)het  as  ho  was — and  you  cannot  find  ii  line  in  stll  his  'vvritings, 
that  alludes  to  Christ  iu  the  most  distant  manner  whatever. 
Then  go  through  the  prophets  Jeremuih,  and  Ezekiel— two 
other  great  prophets— and  not  a line  is  there  iu  them  that 
alludes  to  Christ  or  his  times.  Then  turn  to  H(«ea,  Jonah, 
Amos,  Nahum,  rfabakuk,  Obndiah,  Zejihaniali,  and  Huggai, 
and  nothing  in  reliitioii  to  Christ  whatever  is  found  iu  their 


ESSAy  ON  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON. 


11 


writings.  And  to  those  eleven  prophets,  all  following  Samuel, 
we  may  add  some  live  other  noted  prophets  who  also  ftdlowed 
Samxiel,  whose  works  are  wholly  and  entirely  lost,  and  who 
acooi'ding  to  our  te.xt  must  have  spoken  of  the  days  of  Cluist: 
As  the  Book  of  Nathan  the  Prox)hot;  Book  of  Gad  the  Seer;  (1st. 
('hron.  29,'29.)  The  Book  of  the  Prophecy  of  Ahijah.  and  Book 
of  Iddo  the  Seer.  (2d.  Chron.  9;29.)  And  the  Book  of  Shema 
iah  the  Prophet,  (2d.  Chron.  12;  15.) 

So  when  we  cuiue  to  consider  the  little  that  is  now_ remaining 
in  r(^ference  to  Christ  in  the  other  few  Books,  viz:  Isaiah,  Daniel, 
Joel,  Zecheriah,  Malachi,  and  Psalms,  we  find  a good  deal  of 
difficulty  in  aj){)lying  most  of  them  to  Christ’s  days  at  all:  for  a 
coirsiderable  jiart  of  (*ven  this,  refers  to  the  times  of  Christ’s 
second  coming  and  not  to  the  first.  v.  ^ 

in  connection  with  all  this,  including  the  saying  that 
niiqhiitij  (powerfuilv  and  overwhelmingly)  convinced  the  Jews, 
and  that  pithiich/,  showing  by  the  scrijytures,  that  Jesus  was 
(lie  Christ,'’  (Acts  18,  28,  9-22)  we  are  compelled  to  believe 
that  a wholesale  robbery  and  suppression  of  holy  scriptures 
have  taken  jilace  since  the  fathers  of  the  New  Testament  fell 
asieej).  Surely  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  in  the  i>resenee 
oi  a host  of  jVws  from  all  quartei-s  of  the  globe,  all  of  whom 
were  in  jiossession  of  those  xirojihecies,  could  not  have  had  the 
i'ffrontery  to  tell  this  people  of  prophecies  in  relation  to  Christ, 
writbm  in  all  tliese  b(X)ks  that  had  never  had  an  existence.  And 
sni'<dy  also,  if  in  the  days  of  Paul  there  were  only  the  few  iso- 
lated sayings  in  the  xirojihecies,  in  relation  to  Christ,  that  we 
nuw  lind  there,  neither  l^ul,  nor  anyone  else,  could  mightily 
convince  the  Jews  or  ally  other  jieojile  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ.  Had  he  only  lived  in  our  day,  w'e  cannot  but  think 
that  he  would  have  an  uiJ-lxill  business  in  convincing  the  Jews 
of  tliat  fact,  with  just  such  means. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  then,  so  far.  is  a true  witness  in  relation 
to  “many  jdain  and  j)X’eciouH  things”  being  taken  away  from  the 
Holy  scrijxtures.  Again:  “To  him  (Jesus)  give  all  the  pro^ffiets 
witness,  that  through  his  name,  whosoever  believetb  in  him 
shall  have  remission  of  sins.”  (Acts  10,  4B.) 

Here  again  the  same  lack  of  testimony  is  found;  eleven  of 
tliese  proxffiets  having  nothing  whatever  remaining  in  relation 
to  Christ,  and  live  being  entirely  lost.  And  by  the  way,  this 
text  includes  all  the  jii’ophets  since  the  world  began,  as  well  as 
those  from  Samuel  aftenvard.  So  far  from  testimony  being  found 
in  all  the  jiroxihets  that  whosoever  believed  in  Jesus  Christ 
should  receive  a remission  of  their  sins,  we  cannot  find  such 
testimony  in  any  definite  shape  in  any  of  them,  except  about 
two;  but  most  any  one  who  was  a little  particular  would  reject 
them  as  alluding  very  definitely  to  Christ,  or  to  any  known 
jjerson  in  particular. 

Here  again  is  evidence  of  wholesale  robbery  and  suppression 
of  sacred  things.  Yet  the  chief  Priests  and  Scribes  of  modern 
times  tell  us  very  gi’avely  that  “the  canon  of  scripture  is  full 
and  we  need  no  more  revelation  or  prophets!”  An  awful 
comment  is  tliis  surely  upon  their  w'isdom  and  learning! 

In  the  Book  of  Mormon  we  read  that  Joseph  when  in  E^’pt, 
prtiphesied  very  pointedlj'  in  regard  to  the  raising  up  of  Mos^ 
to  deliver  the  liouse  of  Israel  out  of  bondage  in  that  nation.  (2d 
chap,  second  Book  of  Nephi.  jiar.  1.)  In  Stejihou’s  ajiologj'. 
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(Acts  7.)  speaking  of  Moses  when  he  had  to  flee  out  of  Egypt, 
he  says  that  “he  supposed  that  his  brethren  would  have  under- 
stood that  God,  by  his  hand,  wottld  deliver  them,  but  they 
understood  not.”  (v.  25.)  Now  if  there  had  been  nothing  written 
by  any  prophet  px’evious  to  Moses,  in  relation  to  Moses  being 
their  deiivei'er,  we  do  not  see  why  Moses  should  suppose  that 
Israel  should  expect  or  hope  that  he  should  be  their  deliverer 
any  more  than  anybody  else.  To  expect  them  to  xmderstand 
anything  of  that  kind,  without  being  informed  of  it  by  revela- 
tion, would  be  very  unreasonable  indeed.  Hence  this  saying  of 
Stephen  is  evidence  of  still  more  loss  of  sacred  things. 

Paul,  in  his  defense  befoi-e  Iving  Agrii)pa,  says,  “Having, 
therefore,  obtained  help  of  God,  I continue  unto  this  day,  wit- 
''nessing  unto  snuili  and  great,  aayiny  none  other  thiuy.^  tlnui 
those  which  Moses  and  the  prophets  did  say  should  ctane,  that 
Christ  should  suffer,  and  that  he  should  be  (he  Jirst  that  should 
rise  from  the  dead,”  etc.  (Acts,  26:22.)  Here  again  we  find  loss 
of  sacred  things.  First,  there  is  not  a word  in  all'the  writmgs 
of  Moses  that  Chnst  should  either  suffer,  or  tliat  lie  should  Ixj 
the  first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead.  Nor  is  theiv  a line  in 
all  the  prophets  that  he  should  be  tlie  first  that  should  rise  from 
the  dead.  Then  again,  Paul  certainly  tanght  some  very  import- 
ant things  in  his  preaching  not  now  found  in  either  Moses  or 
the  pi’Oi)hets;  as  baptism  for  the  I’emissiou  of  sins,  the  laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  supper.  (Acts,  19;  1 to  G;  Itojn.,  6;  1 to  G.)  Then 
again,  he  taught  “baptism  for  the  dead,” — an  ordinance  now 
unknown  to  all  the  divines  of  modeim  Christondoni,  and  nowhere 
mentioned  now  in  either  Moses  or  the  pruphots;  and  yet  lie  says 
he  said  nothing  in  his  preaching  but  what  “Moses  and  the 
prophets  did  say  shoxxld  come,”  etc.  This  also  indicates  rob- 
bery and  suppression  of  holy  scripture,  plain  and  sacred.  (1st 
Cor.,  15;  16.)  In  another  place,  Paul  reminds  his  followers  that 
all  Israel  were  all  baptised  into  Moses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the 
sea;  and  did  all  eat  the  same  spiritual  meat,  and  did  all  drink 
the  same  sxiiiitual  drink;  for  they  drank  of  that  spiritual  rock 
that  followed  them,  and  that  rock  was  Christ.”  {1st  Cor.,  10;  1 
to  5.)  Now  the  Book  of  Mormon  teaches  that  tlie  gospel  as 
taught  in  the  days  of  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles,  is  as  old  as 
Adam,  and  was  preached  among  the  ant(*deiuvians,  and  in 
Abraham’s  day,  and  that  it  was  practiced  by  the  Saints  in  all 
ages;  and  that  faith,  repentance,  and  baptism  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  was  known  to  them  all.  But  though  Paul  tells  us  that 
all  Israel  were  baptised  in  the  days  of  Moses,  and  all  ate  of  the 
same  spiritual  meat,  and  drank  of  the  same  spiiitual  drink  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  (Heb.  4, 1,  2.)  yet  there  is  not  a line 
in  all  the  Books  of  Moses,  nor  in  the  prophets  that  makes  any 
mention  of  these  ordinances  being  had  among  them  from  Adam 
to  Christ.  Hero  again  is  evidtmce  of  “plain  and  precious 
things”  being  robbed  fx’om  the  scriptures. 

In  his  writings  we  find  two  e])isties  of  his  also  lost.  (See  Col. 
4, 16.  1st  Cor.  5,  9.)  If  these  things  were  all  necessary  in  the 
days  of  old  to  the  welfai-e  of  God’s  people,  who  will  say  that 
they  are  not  necessary  now?  Who  says  that,  “the  canon  of 
scripture  is  full?”  God  or  man?  Most  certainly  God  has  never 
said  so..  . 

On  a certain  occasion  the  Saducees  came  to  Jesus  with  a 
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question  growing  out  of  the  Lv.w  of  Moses  in  relation  to 
niaiTiage.  That  law  required  that  as  often  as  a man  died, 
leaving  a wife  but  no  posterity  thsrt  the  next  oldest  brother 
should  take  her,  and  raise  up  posterity  to  his  dead  brother,  “lest 
his  name  bo  lost  in  Israel.”  (Deut.  25,  5-10.  Kuth  4,  9-12.) 

Now  said  they,  a certain  case  occurred  where  eeven  brothers 
had  sirth  a woman,  one  after  the  other,  and  all  died  leaving  no 
posterity  by  her.  “In  the  resurrectioii,  therefore,”  said  they, 
•“whose  wife  of  the  seven  shall  she  be.”  for  they  all  had  hef. 
Jesus  iinswers,  “ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures,  nor  the 
power  of  God.” 

Here  it  would  seem  ver*y  ])lairi  that  in  the  days  of  -Jesus  Christ 
there  were  scriptiu'es  in  being  that  would  have  very  easily  set 
those  Sudircees  right,  if  they  had  only  searched  them  in  regard 
to  this  question.  M'hy  should  Jesus  speak  of  tne  scriptures  at 
all  in  this  case  if  there  had  been  nothing  in  them  pointing 
directly  to  the  solution  of  this  question.  Again,  why  should  tlie 
Saducoes  put  such  a question  as  this  to  Jesus  or  any  body  else 
unless  tliere  had  been  something  viTitten  showing  that  mamage 
concerned  the  life  to  come  as  well  as  this?  But  you  may  seai'ch 
the  scriptures  from  beginning  to  end  and  you  can  not  find  a 
lino  that  V('fers  to  this  matter,  in  the  most  distant  maimer? 
Here  again  one  may  reasonably  infer  that  veiy  interesting 
scriptures  are  suppressed. 

Paul  again  tells  us  that  “the  eye  hath  not  seen,  neither  hath 
the  ear  hoard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.”  But 
said  ho  again  “God  hath  revealed  them  to  us  (his  saints)  by  his 
spirit;  for  the  spirit  searoheth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of 
God.”  Paul  meant  of  course  that  the  natural  or  the  unregener- 
ate man  knows  nothing  of  these  great  things;  but  it  was  not  so 
with  the  saints  of  God.  By  the  spirit  of  God  they  were  enabled 
to  discern  them  in  the  inspired  writing  of  the  prophets,  and  also 
by  the  manifestations  of  the  spint  itself.  But  ask  those  divines 
who  oppose  the  Book  of  !Mormon  and  tell  us  that  “the  canon 
of  scripture  is  full  and  want  no  more  revelation,”  to  tell  yon 
anything  definite  in  relation  to  “the  things  which  God  has  pre- 
parc'd  for  them  that  love  him,”  and  what  can  they  tell  you? 
Very  much  the  same  as  nothing  at  all.  A thinking  man  needs 
something  more  definite  than  mere  alusious  to  “‘the  Shining 
River,”  “the  Mystic  Shore,”  ‘“the  Shining  Shore,”  “Jordan’s 
banks,”  “Canaan’s  happy  shore,”  “Heaven  and  the  realms  of 
bliss,”  and  “the  golden  streets,”  and  “over  there,”  and  “beyond 
the  swelling  flood,”  ‘“beyond  the  bounds  of  time  and  space,”  and 
a hundred  other  pious  nothings. 

The  apostle  Jude  telks  us  that  Enoch,  the  seventh  from  Adam, 
prophesied  W the  second  coming  of  Christ  in  the  Latter  days, 
saying:  “Bolnld  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand  of  his 
saints  .to  execute  judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  all  that 
are  ungodly  among  them,  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they 
have  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  speeches  which  ungodly 
sinners  have  spoken  against  him.”  (Judo  14.)  But  where  now 
is  this  great  and  good  Book  of  Enoch?  Gone;  suppressed  with 
all  the  rest  Indeed,  we  have  come  within  a very  little  of  losing 
oven  this  prophecy;  for  when  one  considers  that  all  we  now  have 
of  so  clear  and  forcible  a writer  as  the  apostle  Jude,  is  one  little 
scrap  of  a letter,  we  cannot  but  think  that  both  prophecy  and 
letter  had  a very  naxTow  escape  from  being  brnied  in  the  obliv- 
ion of  all  the  rest 
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■ • Again  "syg  may  very  reasonably  ask  if  it  lias  been  necossaiy  to 
presexTe  tijo  ^^•l•itings  of  some  eight  of  tiie  apostles  why  should 
-not  the  writings  of  the  other  four  be  i)reservedt  ^\’hat  has  . 
become  of  these  great  and  holy  men’s  works?  Did  not  all  of 
the  Twelve  ti'avel  and  preach  and  have  the  lieavens  opened  to 
.them,  acid  revelation,  and  knowledge  and  power,  and 

.'siiffer  martWdom,  one-as  well -a*-  the  others?  Who  will  say  that 
the',  writings  of  these  remaining  ajxostles  might  not  occupy  a 
' voiy  important  place  in  the  salvation  of  man,  and  might  not 
. settle  some  very  important  questions  now  in  dispute  among  the 
' orthodox'  sects,  and  parties  of  the  ])resent  day?  Saint  Luke  in 
• tho  preface  to  his  gospel  sa\  s,  “For  as  much  as  mainj  have  taken 
'.in.hahd  to  Set  fortli  in  order  adeclaration  of  those  things  which 
ar.<5  most  surely  believed  ajiiong  us,  * * * it  seemed  gootl  to 
me  u/.so,  having  had  piwfect  understanding  of  all  things  from 
the  very  lirst,"  to  write  and  to  bear  witness  of  tho  gospel  of 
; Christ.  (8ee  Luke  1, 1-4.) 

v-  Now  there  are  only  eight  writers  of  what  is  now  called  the 
- Now  Testament;  Math.,  jiark,  Lttke,  John,  Paul,  Peter,  James, 
and  (Inde.  Luke  is  placed  third  in  file  order  of  these  writers; 
yet  for  ail  wi'  knov.^,  l^e  miglit  liave  been  the  first  of  the  eight, 
yet  he  says  that  man//  had  written  an  account  of  tho  works  and 
claims  of  Jesus  Christ  before  he  commenced.  But  if  bis  place 
among  the  eight  is  right,  surely  two  are  not  many.  These 
things  all  taken  together  show  a loss  of  sacr(,d  writings  that  is 
ato'uce  apparent  and  alarming,  and  forco.s  the  conclusion  that 
-b  ' if  tlie.Bopk,of  Moi'mon,  aiid  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Coven- 
ants among  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  tu-o  not  revelations  from 
Grdd,  most  certainly  they  ought fx  bo!  As  the  Book  of  Mornion 
says,  it  is  no  great  Avoiider,  “that  an  exceeding  gi-eat  many 
'do  stumble,  Ixecaixse  of  the  many  plain  and  precious  parts 
taken  away  from  the  book  of  the  lamb  of  Crod.”  3-lvciy  reflect- 
ing man  knows  that  infidelity  in  these  days  has  taken  very 
lengthy  and  rapid  strides.  “W'e  cannot  but  think  that  if  they 
liad  Imd  the  many  plain  and  jmecious  things  above  rofoiTod  to, 

. .and  plainly  shown  to  have  been  robbed  fi’oui  the  scriptures  that 
, infidelity  could  not  have  taken  tho  gigantic  strides  that  it  has. 

Still  w'o  often  hear  the  remark  tluit  “If  God  saw’  tliat  wq  had 
need  of  any  more  scripture,  he  would  no  doubt  have  given  it  to 
us.”  A very  short-sighted  and  foolish  remark  indeed.  God 
has.  frequently  given  commandments  to  men  neither  to  add  to 
nor  diminish  from  his  words,  and  all  this  implies  that  man — 
especially  wicked  men  when  they  get  into  power- -may  and  w ill 
; do  it,  jixst  as  they  do  many  other  things  forbidden.  (Deut.  4, 
2,' 12,'  32.  Prov.  80,  6.)  IVIoreover  he  has  frequently  commanded 
that,  his  wprd  bo  wu-itten  on  monuments,  that  it  miglit  not  only 
r'  - speak  to  tiie  passerby, -but  that  tlioy  might  also  presA-vo  them 
froiri'. generation  to  genei'ution;  but  the  hand  of  time  and  barbar- 
ism, destroys  almost  tho  l)(»t  monuments,  and  unless  well  pro- 
tected from  tho  (domonts.  they  nmst  bo  ronewxHl  from  time  to 
time,  or  else  eventually  go  to  ruin  and  decay. 

Thus  WHS  Joshua  and  all  Israel,  and  their  prophets  command- 
od  to  pi-eservG  them.  (Dexxt.  27, 1-8.  Hab.  % 2.)  Tho  remains 
of  many  such  monxmionts  are  still  in  existence;  but  time  has  so 
preyed  xipoii  their  testimony  that  they  are  anything  but  com 
])lete.  Bixt  aside  from  all  this,  we  have  the  pi-ecious  promise 
tJiat  God  W'ill.  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  wicked  men  to  destroy 
them,  preserve  all  liis  words  fi'(;-m  generation  to  generation,  for 
’ ever  and  ever,  as  “choice  sihar  tried  iu  a [uriuice  of  earth,  and 
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purified  seven  times.”  (Ps.  12.  6,  7.  Prov.  2,  7.  Is.  55,  11.  Math. 
6.  i8.i  ^OW  in  JI.ll  tlm  nlinvA  roTAronAA  ^vo  +> 


^ 18.)  _Xo\v  in  all  the  above  reference  we  find  the  decree  that 
(>od  will  poperve  his  word  and  that  it  shall  accomplish  the 
thing  for  which  it  was  sent,  and  that  none  of  it  shall  be  lost 
tlmugh  the  heavens  and  the  earth  pass  away;  yet  all  this  fur- 
nishes mo  argument  that  it  will  be  found  always  among  those 
who  oppc’se  and  disregard  it.  and  seek  to  de.sti*oy  it.  He  may  rest 
assured  that  whotj  the  ilomish  power  '■‘‘Cdst  down  the  truth  to 
the  ground,''  as  foretold  by  Daniel,  and  destroyed  the  “mighty 
and  the  holy  peo})l(‘.-’  the  alniightv  had  his  eye  upon  this 
matter',  and  measures  were  taken  by  him  to  hide  up  and  preserve 
his  holy  words  to  come  forth  again,  in  his  own  good  time  in  the 
Latter  Days  to  build  up  his  church  again, and  establish  his 
Kingdom  no  more  to  be  thrown  down  down  forever.  The  com- 
ing forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  these  days  is  the  very  best 
evidimce  that  God  thus  preserves  his  words  forever  and  ever; 
and  that  they  will  accomplish  that  which  ho  pleases,  and  pros- 
p<*r  in  that  rvhich  lie  luvs  sent  it  to  do. 

One  or  two  more  slioid  propliesies  from  the  Book  of  Jlormon, 
then  we  have  done,  ^leaking  of  the  blinding,  foolish,  conllict- 
ing.  and  false  teachings  of  the  present  day,  and  tlie  corruption 
and  pride  of  religious  leaders,  it  goes  on  to  sa.y,  ■•Yea.  and  tliere 
shall  be  many  \vliich  shall  teach  after  this  manner,  false,  and 
vain,  and  foolish  doctrines,  and  shall  bo  puffed  up  in  their  hearts 
and  shall  seek  de(*{),to  hide  their  counsels  from  the  L u’d,  and 
their  works  shall  Iw  in  the  dark;  and  the  blood  of  the  Hahita 
cry  from  the  ground  agahuft  them.”  (12  chap.  2d.  Book 
cf  Ah'phi,  par.  1.). 

The  rea<lev  will  beai”  in  mind  that  the  time  alluded  to^  is  that 
following  the  coining  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  1830;  and 
the  saints  whose  blood  would  cry  to  heaven  Jigainst  their  mur- 
derers are  those  who  believe  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  a reve 
lation  from  God,  and  Joseph  Smith,  the  chosen  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  God  to  bring  it  to  light.  The  Book  of  Mormon 
recognizes  none  others  in  this  generation  as  saints.  In  less 
than  eight  years  from  the  publication  of  the  Book  of  ]\Iox‘mon, 
inany^of  the  saints  were  literally  slaughtered,  shot  dow'n  in  cold 
blopd  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  were  Mormons,  and 
this  too  by  mobs  led  and  harangued  into  the  maddest  fury  axid 
violence  by  reverend  divines  and  ministers  of  various  I'eligions 
denonnnations,  in  Missouri,  and  afterward  in  Illinois.  The  pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother  Hyruni,  and  diffei’ent  othei-s 
even  since  tluvt  time,  have  all  been  nmubered  for  their  faith  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  in  the  Almighty  as  a God  of  i-evelation, 

In  a country  like  the  United  States  where  but  as  hort  time 
before,  a new  system  of  government  had  been  established,  based 
principally  upon  the  right  of  evei’y  man  to  worship  God  aoeoi'd- 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  he  must  be  a verv 
shrewd  and  foresighted  young  man,  who,  as  the  founder  of  a 
system  of  religion,  could  predict  that  his  followers  would  be 
lur.rtyred  in  the  course  of  a single  generation  for  their  faith  in 
that  system:  and  by  the  very  class  of  men  too  of  whom  it  was 
prophesied  M would  bo  done.  But  all  this  has  been  done. 

Again  wo  ai’e  told  in  tbe  Book  of  Mormon  that  the  period  or 
generation  immediately  follotving  the  coming  forth  of  that 
book  would  ])e  a period  of  great  wickedness,  and  that  calamities, 
storjus,  tempests,  eai'thqirakos,  accompanied  by  gz’eat  noise  from 
the  bowels  of  tlie  earth  thunder  an<l  lightning,  great  fires,  and 
famines  and  ))estilenc{‘s,  and  bloodshed  or  wars,  would  be  upon 
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the  face  of  all  the  earth  ic  consequence  of  such  wickedness.  (See 
2d.  Book  of  Nt'plii,  chap.  5,  par.  4.  chap.  11.  par.  13.)  Moreover 
it  informs  ns  in  vavioiis  that  we  are  now  living  in  that 

generation  which  Jesus  said  would  bo  like  that  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  that  would  ju’ccede  his  second  coming  at  the  end  of  the 
world  wlien  he  would  blot  all  wickedness  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  in  Gaming  liiv;  when  all  the  righteous  will  come  with 
})im,  and  the  saints  who  ar(^  on  tlu^  earth  and  in  their  graves, 
sliall  bo  caught  up  to  meet  him  iu  the  air,  and  dwell  with  him 
on  the  earth,  in  its  ))urilied  state  a thousand  years  iu  rest  and 
I>e?ice,  and  again,  for  ever  and  ever. 

"When  one  considers  that  criin(\  since  tlie  coming  forth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  has  greatly  increased  instead  of  lessened;  and 
again,  of  tlie  vast  wars,  eartlupiakes,  storms,  temxjoHts,  and  tor- 
uado(‘S;  the  Imes,  famines,  pestilences,  and  destructions  by 
tierce  and  vivid  lightning;  to  say  nothing  of  many  other  judg- 
ments tiiat  have  taken  i)iaee,  and  are  still  increasing  in  the  earth  in 
this  generation,  he  cun  only  conchrde  that  knowledge  necessary  to 
predict  all  this  witli  such  marvelous  accuracy  must  necessarily 
have  been  given  by  inspiration  of  God;  for  the  wisdom  of  man 
neve);  pointed  it  out.  And  now  we  will  furtlnu-  say  that  God  has 
informed  ns  that  all  these  calamities  will  yet  very  gi’eatly  in- 
crease u})on  the  earth,  and  must  go  on  until  the  coming  of 
Christ  makes  a full  end  of  pll  wickedness  on  the  earth:  and  that 
ail  the  i)oople  who  were  on  the  earth  when  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was.  luihiished,  will  not  have  passed  away  before  the  son  of 
man  .will  be  come.  Rejuember,  then,  O reader,  whoever  you  may 
be,  that  the  Book'of  ilormon,  in  its  coming  forth,  is  the  begin- 
ning of  that  dispensation  called  by  Paul,  ’'the  dispensation  of 
th6  fiiUne.HS  of  times  in  which  God  will  gather  all  things  in  due 
both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth,”  (Eph.  l:-iO) 
and  that  it  coritains  “this  gosx)el”  wliicli  Jesus  said  ns  one  of  the 
signs  of  his  second  coming  and  of  the  end  of  the  world,  (which 
is  the  end  of  the  wicked,)  and  w'hich  he  said  would  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  foi’  a witness  unto  all  nations,  and  then  shall 
the  end  come.  Remembei’  that  Hhis  gospel”  wliich  Jesus  spoke 
of,  is  not  a spurious  nor  a half  gospel,  but  a gospel  that  has  iu 
it  power,  revelation,  projGiecy,  tongues,  healing,  miracles,  th^) 
ministiy  of  angels,  visions  and  the  word  of  tlie  Lord.  This  is 
certainly  such  a gosi>el  as  Jesus  and  his  apostles  preached,  and 
this  gospel  in  its  fullness  is  contained  in  the  Book  of  !Mormon, 
and  it  has  steadily  gone  on  its  mission  until  it  has  now  gone 
over  more  than  half  the  earth,  and  many  of  the  islands  of  the 
sea.  • And  ail  those  who  obey  its  requirements  receive  knowledge 
for  themselves,  that  it  is  a rovolatiori  from  God. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  we  have  touched  very  briefly 
upon  the  nature  and  conttmts  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  simply 
because  the  limits  of  our  article  would  not  allow  a fuither  con- 
sideration. A\'e  -would  th(‘refore  advise  the  reud<'r  to  make  him- 
self further  acquainted  wich  this  book;  for  we  feel  to  interest  all 
to  read  it,  search  it,-  and  ask  the  almiglity  to  give  him  the  knowl- 
edge of  its  t-ruth ; for  there  is  no  earthly  consideration  to  bo 
compared  to  it,  in  relation  to  your  welfare  here  4iereafter. 
Be  ye  therefore  admonishetl,  O yo  peoj^le,  for  groat  calamities 
are  nigh  at  hand,  uix)n  all  hands,  and  there  is  none  to  escape 
but  those  who  hearken  to  the  counsels  of  God  in  those  latter 
tlays  as  given  iu  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  disi)ensation  it 
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